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Abstract. The implementation of character education in higher education plays a pivotal role in shaping students with
both academic excellence and moral integrity. This literature review explores strategies, challenges, and the impacts
of character education across Indonesian universities. Strategies employed include integrating character values into
curricula, leveraging religion-based education, utilizing technology, and aligning educational programs with local
wisdom. Examples include the use of the AIKA curriculum at Universitas Muhammadiyah Prof. Dr. Hamka and
religion-based activities at Universitas Islam Negeri Sumatera Utara, which aim to foster traits such as honesty,
discipline, and empathy. Additionally, institutions like Universitas Negeri Surabaya have adopted digital-based
approaches to instill values relevant to the modern era. Despite these advances, numerous challenges persist. Limited
resources, cultural diversity, and inadequate evaluation frameworks hinder the optimal implementation of character
education. For instance, the lack of comprehensive assessments of students’ attitudes and behaviors limits the visible
impact on character formation. The COVID-19 pandemic further highlighted these challenges by disrupting
traditional interaction-based teaching methods, demanding rapid adjustments to online platforms. This study
highlights the significant role of local wisdom and religious values in fostering ethical behavior, responsibility, and
social care among students. However, it also emphasizes the need for stronger policy support, resource allocation,
and innovative approaches to overcome existing challenges. By addressing these gaps, higher education institutions
can effectively contribute to the development of graduates who not only excel academically but also embody the
principles of ethical leadership and social responsibility.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Character education is one of the primary foundations in shaping individuals who are not only
academically competent but also possess moral and ethical integrity. In this challenging era of globalization,
higher education institutions bear a strategic responsibility not only to produce academically superior
graduates but also to develop a generation of individuals with strong character. Character education has
become increasingly important as the rapid advancements in science and technology are often accompanied
by moral crises, such as rising individualism, social indifference, and unethical behaviors in various aspects
of life.

Higher education plays a key role in fostering students' character through various approaches, such as
integrating character values into the curriculum, strengthening religion-based values, and aligning with local
wisdom. For instance, Universitas Muhammadiyah Prof. Dr. Hamka implements character education through
the AIKA curriculum, systematically designed to instill character values, although challenges remain in
optimizing teaching methods [1]. Additionally, Universitas Islam Negeri Sumatera Utara integrates religion-
based activities, such as Qur’an memorization and community service, to cultivate students' religious and
social character, despite challenges in managing cultural diversity and limited facilities [2].

This literature review aims to explore the various approaches adopted in implementing character
education in higher education, identify the challenges encountered, and evaluate the effectiveness of its
implementation. The focus includes strategies for integrating character education into curricula, the use of
technology in character learning, and strengthening local and religious values to develop students with
integrity. Thus, this study is expected to contribute to the development of more effective character education
strategies in Indonesian higher education institutions.

2. RESEARCH METHODS

This study employs a literature review method, which involves examining various relevant literature
on the topic of the implementation of character education in higher education. This method is conducted by
identifying, selecting, and analysing credible sources such as scientific journals, books, and research reports.

The process includes searching for literature using relevant keywords, selecting based on criteria of
credibility and relevance, and synthesizing findings to address the research objectives. This approach was
chosen because it enables researchers to gain comprehensive insights from previous studies without
conducting field data collection.

The literature review method provides a robust framework for gathering, analysing, and synthesizing
findings from existing literature, resulting in a deeper understanding of the developments and challenges in
the implementation of character education within the context of higher education.

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Character Education Implementation Strategies

The implementation strategies for character education in higher education institutions include various
approaches, such as integration into the curriculum, religion-based values, the use of technology, and
alignment with local wisdom. Integrating character education into the curriculum is one of the most
commonly applied approaches. At Muhammadiyah University Prof. Dr. Hamka, for instance, the AIKA
curriculum is systematically designed to instill character values through effective policies and organization,
although challenges remain in optimizing teaching methods [1]. At Achmad Yani University Banjarmasin,
the Pancasila Education course has been adapted to explicitly include character elements in its syllabus and
teaching methods, though comprehensive evaluation of students' attitudes has not yet been conducted [3].

Religion-based character education is another significant strategy. At the State Islamic University of
North Sumatra, activities at Ma'had Al-Jami‘ah, such as communal prayers, Qur'an memorization, and mutual
cooperation, focus on shaping students' religious and social character. However, challenges arise in managing
students' cultural diversity and limited facilities [2]. A similar approach is applied at Brawijaya University,
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where character education is integrated with the Tri Dharma of Higher Education through curricular and
extracurricular activities, including worship training and religion-based community initiatives [4].
Additionally, Islamic philosophy is utilized in public universities to strengthen students' spiritual
understanding and foster empathy and responsibility [5].

The use of technology is increasingly being adopted to support character education implementation.
For example, the State University of Surabaya employs a digital-based approach encompassing nine elements
of digital citizenship. This strategy aims to develop honesty, discipline, and responsibility among students in
a digital environment [6]. During the COVID-19 pandemic, Muhammadiyah University Ponorogo applied
character values such as religiosity and honesty in online learning using platforms like Google Meet and the
university's internal e-learning system [7].

Implementation based on local wisdom is also a vital strategy for character education. At the State
Islamic University Raden Intan Lampung, values such as mutual cooperation, respect, and responsibility are
integrated into academic and non-academic activities. This approach is supported by faculty training,
university policies, and collaboration with local communities [8]. At Mahendradatta University Bali, the Tri
Kaya Parisudha values are applied through socialization, exemplary behavior, and habituation, aiming to
develop students with courteous, intelligent, and virtuous characters [9].

In addition to these strategies, character education is also implemented through thematic approaches
in specific courses. For example, Citizenship Education courses in various universities have become
platforms for instilling character values such as honesty, discipline, and social care. Studies reveal that
although students understand the theory of character education, implementation in daily life still needs
improvement through more innovative approaches [10] [11].

Challenges in Character Education Implementation

The implementation of character education in higher education institutions faces various challenges,
including management issues, cultural diversity, and limited resources. One of the primary challenges is the
lack of adequate human resources to support the optimal execution of character education programs. For
example, at Pamulang University, the management of character education is constrained by a limited number
of educators, despite efforts in planning, organizing, and controlling being well-implemented [12]. A similar
issue arises at Muhammadiyah University Prof. Dr. Hamka, where the focus on cognitive aspects in teaching
methods and materials limits the depth of character development in students [1].

Cultural diversity among students also poses significant challenges. At the State Islamic University of
North Sumatra, the diversity in students' ethnic and cultural backgrounds complicates the uniform application
of approaches to build religious and social character. Additionally, the limited facilities in the Ma'had Al-
Jami'ah environment hinder the ideal learning process [2]. Similarly, at the State Islamic University Raden
Intan Lampung, although local wisdom values such as mutual cooperation have been integrated into the
curriculum, the cultural diversity of students requires more flexible strategies to achieve character education
goals [8].

Evaluation and control also remain challenging. At the State University of Surabaya, the digital-based
character education program faces obstacles in ensuring the consistent application of nine elements of digital
citizenship across all levels. This is particularly related to students’ ability to utilize technology effectively
for character development [6]. At Achmad Yani University Banjarmasin, the evaluation of character
education is also suboptimal, as assessments tend to focus on cognitive aspects, leaving students’ attitudes
and behaviors unevaluated [3].

The COVID-19 pandemic brought new challenges to character education implementation through
online learning. At Muhammadiyah University Ponorogo, adjustments were required to ensure the inculcation
of character values such as honesty and responsibility via digital platforms. However, the lack of direct
interaction between students and lecturers became a barrier to effectively instilling these values [7].
Furthermore, vocational higher education institutions faced issues in the initial implementation stages, where
character values like discipline and responsibility were not yet optimally developed. Strengthening strategies
in subsequent cycles partially addressed these challenges [10].



Muhammad Fariq Heemal Attruk, Qurratul A’yun, Nisak Ul Mujahidah
“‘Implementation Of Character Education In Higher Education: Strategies, Challenges, And Impact”

Overall evaluations indicate that although most higher education institutions have made progress in
implementing character education, there remains a need to strengthen policy support, resources, and
commitment from all stakeholders. For instance, Muhammadiyah University Ponorogo and the Islamic
University of Ogan Komering Ilir reported that students have begun applying character values in daily life,
but the success rate varies depending on students’ backgrounds and institutional approaches [13] [11].

Evaluation and Impact of Character Education Implementation

Evaluations of character education implementation in higher education reveal that most programs have
been well-executed, although there are aspects that require improvement. At Pamulang University,
evaluations highlight success in integrating character values through planning and organization, yet
challenges persist due to inadequate human resources [12]. In general, the success of character education
across institutions is influenced by policy support, facilities, and infrastructure, even though certain character
aspects have not been optimally achieved [14].

The implementation of character education through coursework has yielded varying results. At
Achmad Yani University Banjarmasin, evaluations show that the Pancasila Education course syllabus
supports the formation of character values. However, the lack of comprehensive assessments on students’
attitudes and behaviors limits the visible impact on character changes [3]. Conversely, character education
implemented through Citizenship Education courses in vocational institutions shows improvements in values
such as honesty, discipline, and responsibility, particularly in the second learning cycle [10].

Positive impacts of character education implementation are also evident in students’ abilities to interact
in social environments. At the Islamic University of Ogan Komering llir, social care values have been
successfully internalized through Citizenship Education courses, helping students from diverse cultural
backgrounds develop empathy and a willingness to help others [13]. However, at Muhammadiyah University
Ponorogo, while character values such as religiosity, hard work, and responsibility were applied in online
learning during the pandemic, limited interaction between students and lecturers hindered the full
internalization of these values [7].

The implementation of local value-based character education has also had a significant impact on
students' character formation. At Mahendradatta University Bali, the Tri Kaya Parisudha values, which
emphasize right thinking, speaking, and action, have been successfully instilled through habituation and
exemplary behavior from lecturers and campus staff, fostering polite and responsible students [9].
Meanwhile, the State Islamic University Raden Intan Lampung successfully integrated local values such as
mutual cooperation and responsibility into its curriculum, positively strengthening students' relationships
with the surrounding community [8].

Despite these successes, challenges in evaluating character education remain in some institutions. For
instance, at the State University of Surabaya, digital-based character education faces difficulties in ensuring
the consistent application of nine elements of digital citizenship across study programs [6]. Additionally,
while Islamic philosophy has been used to build students’ spiritual and moral depth, the long-term impact of
this approach requires further research to evaluate its effectiveness in fostering robust character development

[5].
4. CONCLUSIONS

Based on the literature review, the implementation of character education in higher education
institutions underscores the importance of integrating character values across various educational facets.
Strategies employed include curriculum integration, religion-based approaches, technological utilization, and
the reinforcement of local wisdom. Universities that have adopted these strategies, such as Universitas
Muhammadiyah Prof. Dr. Hamka and Universitas Islam Negeri Sumatera Utara, have noted significant
progress despite challenges like resource limitations and the cultural diversity of students.

The outcomes indicate that approaches grounded in local and religious values positively impact the
development of student character, fostering traits like honesty, responsibility, and social empathy. However,
challenges in management aspects, student background diversity, and the evaluation of character education
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effectiveness require further attention. Notably, comprehensive assessments of student attitudes and
behaviors should be enhanced to ensure the internalization of character values.

Overall, this literature emphasizes the necessity for policy support, adequate resource provision, and
innovation in teaching methods to optimize the implementation of character education. By strengthening
more targeted strategies, higher education institutions can contribute to shaping individuals who excel not
only academically but also possess integrity in societal life.

5. AKNOWLEDGEMENT

The completion of this research was made possible through the contributions of many individuals and
institutions. Gratitude is extended to the authors of the referenced studies, whose insights provided the
foundation of this work, and to mentors and colleagues, whose valuable feedback and guidance were greatly
appreciated. Support from the editorial team and encouragement from families and friends were also
instrumental in ensuring the successful completion of this study. Appreciation is expressed to all for their
collaboration and dedication to advancing character education in higher education.

REFERENCES

[1] Tohirin, "Konsep dan Implementasi Pendidikan Karakter di Universitas Muhammadiyah Prof. Dr.
Hamka Jakarta,” Jurnal Pendidikan Islam, vol. 3, no. 2, pp. 100-115, 2016. Awvailable:
https://www.neliti.com/publications/294504/konsep-dan-implementasi-pendidikan-karakter-di-
universitas-muhammadiyah-prof-dr.

[2] A. Pulungan, W. N. Nasution, and L. H. Simanjuntak, "Implementasi Pendidikan Karakter Berbasis
Pesantren di Ma’had Al-Jami’ah Universitas Islam Negeri Sumatera Utara," Tazkiya: Jurnal
Pendidikan Islam, vol. 7, no. 1, pp. 89-102, 2018. Available:
https://jurnaltarbiyah.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/tazkiya/article/view/379.

[3] N. Huda, "Implementasi Mata Kuliah Pendidikan Pancasila Terhadap Pendidikan Karakter di
Universitas Achmad Yani Banjarmasin,” Vocatech, vol. 2, no. 1, pp. 105-115, 2021. Available:
https://ojs.aknacehbarat.ac.id/index.php/vocatech/article/view/105.

[4] N. Chanifah, "Strategi Implementasi Model Pendidikan Karakter Dalam Pembelajaran Agama Islam
di Fakultas Hukum Universitas Brawijaya,” Sebatik, vol. 19, no. 2, pp. 822-834, 2019. Available:
https://jurnal.wicida.ac.id/index.php/sebatik/article/view/822.

[5] A. Badruzzaman and M. G. Alting, "Implementasi Filsafat Agama dalam Pendidikan Islam:
Membangun Karakter dan Kedalaman Spiritual Melalui Pembelajaran Agama Islam di Perguruan
Tinggi Umum," Jurnal Dakwah Islam, vol. 7, no. 2, pp. 1677-1690, 2024. Available: https://journal-
laaroiba.com/ojs/index.php/jdi/article/view/1677.

[6] A. Kusumaningarum, M. A. Arif, and S. |. Setianingsih, "Implementasi Pendidikan Karakter Berbasis
Digital Dalam Proses Pembelajaran di Universitas Negeri Surabaya,” Prosiding Seminar Nasional
Inovasi dan Aplikasi Teknologi di Industri, vol. 4, no. 1, pp. 827-836, 2023. Available:
https://proceeding.unesa.ac.id/index.php/sniis/article/download/827/308/3076.

[7] P. Asmaroini, P. S. Utami, and H. Cahyono, "Implementasi Pendidikan Karakter dalam Perkuliahan
di Prodi PPKn Universitas Muhammadiyah Ponorogo pada Masa Covid-19," Integralistik, vol. 32,
no. 2, pp. 26074-26085, 2021. Available:
https://journal.unnes.ac.id/nju/index.php/integralistik/article/view/26074.

[8] W. E. Wahyudi, H. Jumeri, S. Sujarot, N. P. Wulantari, S. Prastawa, and J. W. Sitopu, "Implementasi
Pendidikan Karakter Berbasis Kearifan Lokal di Perguruan Tinggi," Jurnal Edukasi, vol. 10, no. 1,
pp. 45-58, 2024. Available: http://iicls.org/index.php/jer/article/view/212.

9] P. Anggreni, "Implementasi Pendidikan Karakter Di Universitas Mahendradatta — Bali,” Widya
Accarya, vol. 11, no. 1, pp. 140-150, 2023. Available:
http://ejournal.undwi.ac.id/index.php/widyaaccarya/article/view/1407.

[10] R. Hasan, "Implementasi Nilai Pendidikan Karakter Melalui Pendidikan Kewarganegaraan di
Perguruan Tinggi Vokasi," Jurnal Pendidikan Karakter, vol. 12, no. 2, pp. 250-260, 2022.

[11] S. N. Hikmah and D. A. Dewi, "Meninjau Sejauh Mana Implementasi Nilai Pendidikan Karakter
Melalui Pendidikan Kewarganegaraan di Perguruan Tinggi," Jurnal Kewarganegaraan, vol. 5, no. 2,
pp. 1745-1755, 2021. Available: https://journal.upy.ac.id/index.php/pkn/article/view/1745.



https://www.neliti.com/publications/294504/konsep-dan-implementasi-pendidikan-karakter-di-universitas-muhammadiyah-prof-dr
https://www.neliti.com/publications/294504/konsep-dan-implementasi-pendidikan-karakter-di-universitas-muhammadiyah-prof-dr
https://jurnaltarbiyah.uinsu.ac.id/index.php/tazkiya/article/view/379
https://ojs.aknacehbarat.ac.id/index.php/vocatech/article/view/105
https://jurnal.wicida.ac.id/index.php/sebatik/article/view/822
https://journal-laaroiba.com/ojs/index.php/jdi/article/view/1677
https://journal-laaroiba.com/ojs/index.php/jdi/article/view/1677
https://proceeding.unesa.ac.id/index.php/sniis/article/download/827/308/3076
https://journal.unnes.ac.id/nju/index.php/integralistik/article/view/26074
http://iicls.org/index.php/jer/article/view/212
http://ejournal.undwi.ac.id/index.php/widyaaccarya/article/view/1407
https://journal.upy.ac.id/index.php/pkn/article/view/1745

Muhammad Fariq Heemal Attruk, Qurratul A’yun, Nisak Ul Mujahidah

“‘Implementation Of Character Education In Higher Education: Strategies, Challenges, And Impact”

[12] Y. M. Hasanah and P. S. Permana, "Implementasi Manajemen Pendidikan Karakter di Perguruan
Tinggi," Jurnal Penelitian Kebijakan Pendidikan, vol. 16, no. 1, pp. 1439-1450, 2023. Available:
https://journal.uny.ac.id/index.php/jpka/article/view/1439.

[13] S. Rotari and M. Purnama, "Implementasi Nilai-Nilai Karakter Peduli Sosial Melalui Mata Kuliah
Pendidikan Kewarganegaraan di Universitas Islam Ogan Komering Ilir Kayuagung,” Jurnal Bina
Edukasi, vol. 13, no. 2, pp. 3138-3145, 2024. Available:
https://journal.binadarma.ac.id/index.php/jurnalbinaedukasi/article/view/3138.

[14] Marzuki, D. Zuchdi, M. Hajaroh, N. Imtihan, and Wellyana, "Evaluasi Implementasi Pendidikan
Karakter di Perguruan Tinggi," Jurnal Karakter, vol. 8, no. 3, pp. 25058-25070, 2019. Available:
https://journal.uny.ac.id/index.php/jk/article/view/25058.



https://journal.uny.ac.id/index.php/jpka/article/view/1439
https://journal.binadarma.ac.id/index.php/jurnalbinaedukasi/article/view/3138
https://journal.uny.ac.id/index.php/jk/article/view/25058

